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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 169647 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 10-13 PA-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 DODE-OO SP-02 ICAE-00 INRE-00 NSCE-00 
SS-15 SSO-OO /059 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/K:FMISCH:LKD 
APPROVED BY EA/K: MR. RICH 
HA - L. MORIN 

024658 052118Z/70 

O052111ZJUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 169647 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, KS 

SUBJECT:REPORTED HOUSE ARRESTS DURING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
PERIOD 

1 . AN OFFICIAL OF THE CHURCH COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
ASIA CALLED DEPARTMENT AFTERNOON OF JULY 5 TO SEEK CONFIR 
MATION OF TELEPHONE REPORT THAT 100 PERSONS HAVE BEEN 
PLACED UNDER HOUSE ARREST FROM MORNING OF JULY 5 TO EVENING 
OF JULY 7. SHE SAID THAT, IN ADDITION, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
REMOVED "SEVERAL" PERSONS FROM THEIR HOMES JULY 5 AND THAT 
AS OF EARLY MORNING JULY 6 THEIR RELATIVES DO NOT KNOW 
WHERE THEY ARE. 

2. REPORT RECEIVED BY COMMITTEE ALSO INCLUDED STATEMENT 
THAT FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS IN SEOUL HAVE BEEN PLACED UNDER 
SOME FORM OF RESTRICTION BY ROKG AUTHORITIES. 

3. DEPARTMENT OFFICER PROVIDED DETAILS OF PRESIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 169647 

ELECTION PROCEDURE AND SAID THAT WE HAD NOT HEARD OF DETEN- 
TIONS. HE ALSO SAID THAT IT WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT ROKG 
HAD PLACED FOREIGN PRESS REPRESENTATIVES UNDER RESTRICTION. 

VANCE 
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